University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

8-15-1997

Argentine Briefs: Economy Minister, Menem's Son,
Teachers Strike
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Argentine Briefs: Economy Minister, Menem's Son, Teachers Strike." (1997). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
notisur/12396

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 55107
ISSN: 1060-4189

Argentine Briefs: Economy Minister, Menem's Son,
Teachers Strike
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Argentina
Published: 1997-08-15

Former economy minister given suspended sentence
Domingo Cavallo, former economy minister and architect of Argentina's economic plan, received
a four-month suspended sentence in one of the 25 lawsuits pending against him. On July 29, the
ex-minister was convicted of slander in a case involving a former customs official, Jorge Kolon,
whom Cavallo called "corrupt." Cavallo denied ever calling Kolon corrupt, but, since the statements
were made during a television program, the court ruled against him. Cavallo insists that he is being
persecuted politically because of his efforts to expose government corruption and the existence of
government "mafias" controlled by Alfredo Yabran, an influential business tycoon whom Cavallo
says heads the mafias within the government (see NotiSur, 09/08/95, 11/01/96, 04/04/97).
President Carlos Saul Menem asked Cavallo to resign last year, after repeated conflicts with other
Cabinet members (see NotiSur, 08/02/96). Following his conviction, Cavallo said, "Menem is
controlled by Yabran," and the judge who sentenced him "has the financial backing" of Yabran. On
Aug. 12, Cavallo suffered another legal reversal when an appeals court upheld an earlier decision
that he was not covered by legislative immunity when he appeared before the Camara de Diputados
in 1995 and accused government officials of corruption. The judgements against Cavallo will not
affect his candidacy for Congress in October. He is running for deputy under the banner of his
recently former center-right Accion para la Republica.

Questions about death of Menem's son linger
The death of Carlos Facundo Menem, son of the president, in a helicopter crash in March 1995 was
officially ruled accidental. However, Zulema Yoma, the president's former wife and the mother of
"Carlitos," insisted from the beginning that the death was a political murder that was being covered
up by government security forces. Her accusations were dismissed by the administration, including
Menem, as the hysteria of a grief-stricken mother. Yoma, who divorced Menem after being thrown
out of the presidential palace in 1990, has waged a solitary fight to prove her claims of a murky plot
involving politics and drugs. She has had her son's body exhumed for a second autopsy and has
managed to get the word "accident" removed from the investigation file.
Yoma also insists that a third passenger was aboard the helicopter, a young foreign woman. Several
witnesses have corroborated the presence of another passenger. "I have no doubt that my son's
murder was plotted in Olivos," said Yoma, referring to the presidential residence. "He had seen too
much for his own good." Following Carlitos's death in 1995, the air force investigation concluded
that the president's son was piloting the chopper and flew too low along a highway, hitting a cable
and causing the crash that killed him and his friend, auto racer Silvio Oltra. After more than two
years, the theory that the younger Menem was assassinated is gaining credibility.
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Reports have circulated since the accident that the helicopter was shot down, but they were denied
by authorities. A recently released report commissioned by Argentina's border guard, known as the
Gendarmeria, which was leaked in various newspapers, said the helicopter wreckage bore traces of
lead and four holes. The report, signed by nine experts who studied the wreckage of the helicopter,
said five areas show perforations and chemical residues similar to those caused by bullets, according
to Clarin newspaper of Buenos Aires.
The experts' report did not mention bullets but referred to the discovery of traces of lead and
indicated possible paths of projectiles from outside the helicopter. Adding to the mystery
surrounding Carlitos's death, seven people connected with the investigation have died in
mysterious circumstances or suffered criminal attacks. Among them have been one witness, a
technical expert, and a police investigator. Menem, who until recently dismissed Yoma's charges,
called for a speedy conclusion to the investigation "to help our family get through its irreparable
sorrow and loss."

Teachers reject government offer to end protest
Argentina's teachers, who have been engaged in a public fast for more than four months to protest
low salaries and educational policy, said they would continue fasting despite a controversial
Education Ministry proposal to create a new fund, financed through taxes, that would allow the
government to raise salaries and increase the 1998 education budget (see NotiSur, 05/16/97 and
07/18/97). Marta Maffei, general secretary of the teacher's union, called Education Minister Susana
Decibe's proposal "an important step." But she expressed her concern that the initiative the first
since teachers began fasting in a tent in front of Congress on April 2 was merely an effort to reach a
solution before the October elections and would be dropped after the elections.
Decibe urged the teachers to stop the hunger strike because "the country's top educational authority
is committed to this proposal," adding that President Menem had promised a solution. She said
it is necessary to modify the education code and to increase salaries. "A well-paid teacher is our
basic tool for making it possible to transform the content and application of education," said Decibe,
acknowledging that the government had neglected teachers' salaries. While she admitted that there
were differences within the cabinet both Economy Minister Roque Fernandez and Interior Minister
Carlos Corach are opposed to the initiative she said Menem supported the proposal.
Maffei, however, said the teachers want guarantees that Decibe's proposal has the backing of both
the executive branch and Congress. "We will continue the hunger strike until we decide whether the
initiative is sufficient," said Maffei. "In our Aug. 15 congress we may even decide that the present
protest measures must be stepped up." The teachers have reason to question the sincerity of the
administration. For several years, the Education Ministry has been at odds with the teachers and
transferred responsibility for salaries to the impoverished provincial governments. And for most of
the four-month fast, neither the executive nor the Education Ministry has shown any inclination to
support the teachers.
Moreover, Menem's Cabinet chief, Jorge Rodriguez, a former education minister, said the
administration was not considering any proposal to increase teachers' salaries. Rodriguez supports
the hard-line position of Corach and Fernandez against the teachers' demands. Despite her
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assurances of presidential support, Decibe modified her position regarding salaries following a
meeting with Rodriguez and Fernandez. "I am not proposing an increase in salaries or raising other
taxes; any such move would have to come from the Economy Ministry or Congress," said Decibe.
Some government officials speculate that Decibe is preparing to resign from the Cabinet and wants
to go out carrying the banner of the teachers.
"Not one peso from the national Treasury will go to the provinces to increase teachers' wages
and no tax will be imposed for that purpose," said Rodriguez. "Their demands are not to improve
education. They are making salary demands and are doing so at the instigation of FREPASO," one
of the two major opposition political forces. Meanwhile, the political opposition is pressuring for a
debate on education financing, which the teachers hope will lead to a salary increase." [Sources: The
Miami Herald, 07/27/97; Spanish news service EFE, 07/29/97; United Press International, 07/30/97,
08/04/97; Associated Press, 08/04/97; Inter Press Service, 07/29-31/97, 08/08/97; Reuter, 07/15/97,
07/23/97, 07/27/97, 08/03/97, 08/04/97, 08/12/97; Clarin (Argentina), 07/30-08/01/97, 08/05/97, 08/12/97]
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